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Ghosts in
the Lens —

BY THE EDITORS Jo-ey Tang

Jo-ey Tang's two mo=t recent series reod o3 troces
of enigmatic, almost obsessive ocls conducted
in private. In “Attermpts ot Resistance™ (2011),
Tang smears shoe polish of vancus tones back
ond forth over boards and panels, while in the
“Sandpaper Drawings” (2011), the artist rubs
sardpaper around his studio 1o create ghostly,
sometimes semifigurative forme. “There's a sense
of something fugitive in ol of these works,"” he
teils ArtAsiafaciic, o few days after the opening
of “S{ljurmmier)ing on Modzon Avenue,” a show
he curated at his apartment in the Upper East
Side of Manhation in May. The first in a series
entitled “The Notary Public,” this show presented
instaliotions and sculptures made of everyday
obfects by artists such oz Carol Bove and B Wurtz

The low-key, almost austere tone of the show
typifies the Hong Kong-born artist’s aesthetic ond
conceptual interasts. Whather he is working with
shoe polish or sandpaper, much of his work iz the
procuct of inztructions he sets himsel At the UCLA
New Wight Biennial in 2010, he exhibited sculptural
objects on the ficor, but returned to the exhibiton
the day after the cpening to move them ol ive
inches forward, cut of the spotights. | wanted the
possibility of repactt viewers to register this change
ot some level without knowing, and those who
come for the opening and then later 1o experience
two slightly ddferent scenes—o setup that is not
unlive how o stereoscopic image operates ™

A number of projects are keeping Tang
busy this yeac In July, he is spending o month
in Montauk, New York, oz on Edword | Albee
Foundation felkow.
That month he will alzo held a =olo show ot Exile
gallery in Berlin He explairs that in Jonuoey, he
=nuck into the construction site of Exile’s news
space and hid some obyects undemeath the floor,
right bedore the cement wos poured. "'With
this task (| don't call it performonce), | wos
attempting to bracket the ife spon of the gallecy
space by installing a hidden and permanent work.
These objects, which will be onnounced in
the press release later on, act os perpetual
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